ROXBURY COMMUNITY GARDEN BYLAWS

Registration/Eligibility

Garden plots are available to Roxbury residents (photocopies of 2 forms of ID/proof of address are required to be submitted with registration application).
  Registration will be required by all gardeners each year.  Plots will be assigned on a first come-first serve basis.  After the first year, priority will be given to those who actively gardened and followed all rules in the previous year.  Remaining plots will be provided on a first come-first serve basis thereafter to interested gardeners on the waiting list.
A membership fee, in an amount established by the Township Council, is required upon registration to help off-set costs of overall maintenance, water, etc.

Participants are required to provide a brief list of intended crops on the registration form so that crops can be monitored for invasive species, problem crops, etc.

Participants will be required to sign a waiver releasing the Township of Roxbury from any liability in the event of injuries or damage to personal property while on the garden site.

If you will be out-of-town or otherwise unable to tend to your plot for more than one week, please make the necessary arrangements to have your plot taken care of in your absence.  Please notify the Environmental Commission of your absence.  Written documentation providing permission to the temporary plot caretaker is required, and should include both your signature, as well as the signature of the temporary plot caretaker.

Domestic pets are welcome in the open areas and trails on the property, but are not permitted in the fenced-in gardening area.  All pets must be leashed.
If a person ceases participation, the plot reverts to the Environmental Commission to be reassigned to the next person on the waiting list.  
If extenuating circumstances prevent you from re-registering at the advertised time in the next year, please contact the Environmental Commission.  Otherwise, the plot will be considered abandoned and will be reassigned to another gardener.

Garden plots are for personal use only.  Crops cannot be grown for commercial sale.

Please respect the rights of other gardeners and ensure your children respect the plots and walkways.
Please appreciate that this land has been made available for your use.

Failure to abide by the bylaws could result in forfeiture of your privileges at the community garden.  Please make every effort to follow the rules and everyone will have a happy growing season!  
Plot Appearance/Caretaking
Keep your plot neat!  Please avoid unsightly structures/decorations.  The Environmental Commission/Township reserves the right to request removal of structures that are deemed unsightly, receive complaints, etc.
All plots have a right to sunshine…..please keep all plantings to a maximum of 50 inches in height.
People appreciate the serenity of gardening.  If you enjoy music while you garden, please utilize headphones.
Rugs, mats, plastic, etc. may not be utilized outside of your plot area.  If utilized within the limits of you plot, they should be a color that blends in with the environment to help keep the garden aesthetically pleasing to the neighbors both in the garden and the surrounding neighborhood.
Plots must be clear of all debris and personal items by the end of Thanksgiving weekend.  Remaining vegetation should be cut to ground level.  
Periodic inspections will be made and violations noted.  Repeated violations will result in the loss of your plot. 
Any hoses left attached to spigots are expected to be shared with other gardeners.

Deer fencing around the entire gardening area will be provided.  The types of fencing which may be utilized on personal plots to separate areas will be posted.  Any type of fencing not permitted will result in a violation notice and will be removed.

Gardening Guidelines

The garden is being promoted as an organic gardening location.  Information on how to maintain an organic garden will be provided to gardeners.  Contact the Roxbury Environmental Commission with any questions regarding appropriate gardening activities.

Participants must show evidence of active gardening to maintain their plot location.  Signs of active gardening include site preparation, crop growth, plot maintenance, end-of-season clean-up, etc.)

Plots must be actively worked/prepared within one week of the advertised opening date for the calendar year.   The opening date will be determined based on temperature and water availability.  Any plots not actively worked or showing preparation for the season will be made available to other interested parties.
Weeds spread seeds!!  Mulch shall be used to help control weed growth, maintain moisture and enrich the soil.

Bug-infested and diseased vegetation must be removed from the property in plastic bags to minimize infestations in neighboring plots.

Harvest your crops when they are mature.  If you cannot utilize all of your mature crops, there are many people in our town who can.  Contact Janet at Social Services 973-448-2026 to donate fresh produce.

This community garden promotes organic gardening.  Chemicals harmful to wildlife, soil and water supply are not permitted.

Public areas (pathways) between/around plots will be maintained, as needed, by the Township.  However, the area immediately surrounding individual plots, including along fence lines shall be maintained as part of the plot to assist in maintaining the overall aesthetics of the garden.

If you have how-to questions, please talk with other gardeners or contact the Environmental Commission.
Water is a precious resource!  Use it, but please don’t abuse it!  Water will be provided at certain times each day to prevent overuse.  Pump operating times will be posted.  No alterations to the watering system is permitted.  Problems and concerns should be brought to the attention of the Environmental Commission.

The following table identifies some plants that are not considered acceptable.  Please note that this list is subject to change and does not include all plant species which may be considered inappropriate for this garden.  This table contains examples of common plants considered to be unacceptable.  Any questions regarding your plantings should be directed to the Environmental Commission. 

	 PLANT
	REASON FOR REFUSAL IN THE GARDEN

	
	

	All types of Mint
	Invasive

	Lemonbalm
	Invasive

	Any groundcover plants
	Invasive

	Corn
	Exceeds maximum height restrictions for garden

	Purple Loosestrife
	Invasive


